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Rubber Soles for lawn-tennis shoes are commonly classed
among mechanical goods, their manufacture being carried
on in ordinary rubber factories, and not specially by those
who make goloshes. The rubber sole is of very varying
composition and quality according to price. The manu-
facture is carried out on similar lines to that of heel pads,
an excess of sulphur being generally used in order to ensure
rapid vulcanization ; in fact, it is not uncommon for three
charges to be turned out in one hour from the same vulcan
press. The wearing surface is either plain or corrugated
according to the mould used in the vulcanization. These
soles may be stitched on to the leather sole in addition to
being cemented with rubber solution, though the stitching is
frequently omitted as being superfluous. Although no facilities
are offered by the retail trade for replacing worn soles by
new ones, the uppers of a good tennis shoe will always
stand two if not three soles, and those who have an eye to
economy would probably find no great difficulty in getting
new soles put on at the rubber factory at a cost considerably
less, than that of a new pair of shoes. Of course, a pair of
soles might be purchased and put on the shoes at home
with rubber solution, but unless the operator possesses some
degree of technical knowledge this procedure is not to be
recommended.